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Chad 


Chad: Presidential Decree Extends Transition 
Charter by @ Days 


ABU804213596 Ndjamena Radtodiffusion Nationale 
Tchadienne in French 1900 GMT 8 Apr 96 


[Decree issued by President Idriss Deby on & April; 
read by the ministry of Communicavion and government 
spokesman — live] 


{[FBIS Translated Text} Considering the Transition 
Charter, the Higher Transition Council met on & April 
1996 and adopted a bill amending the Transition Char- 
ter. The president of the Republic hereby promulgates 
the following law: 


Article |. The provisions of Article 108 of the Transition 
Charter have been amended as follows: Old Article 108: 
The duration of the new transition period is 12 months. 
New Article 108: The new transition period has been 
extended by 40 days beginning 9 April 1996. The rest 
of the text remains unch winged. 


Article 2. The present decree amending the Transition 
Charter wiil be published in the Official Gazette under 
emergency procedures. It will be implemented as Fun- 
damental Law of the State. Issued in Ndjamena on 8 
April 1996 


[Signed] General ldniss Deby 


Chad: Commission Gives Provisional Results of 
Referendum 


ABOS04181696 London BBC World Service 
in English 1508S GMT 8 Apr 96 


{From the Focus on Africa’ program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] This year 1s supposed to be an 
election year in Chad, where the transition to multiparty 
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elections has been hampered by numerous delays. Bul 
according to an official result from a referendum held 
at the end of last month, one of the mayor steps 
in the process should now be out of the way. The 
Chadian Government has secured majority backing tor a 
new constitution as our correspondent, (Begeto Oulata), 
reports from this telex from Ndyjamena: 


The provisional results, published this morning by the 
National Electoral Commission, gave the yes votes just 
over 60 percent and the no's just under 40 percent 
This signifies a relative victory for the government, 
the transitional Parhhament, and some political parties, 
who played an important part in the campaign for the 
adoption of a new constitution, 


The majority of the yes votes were registered in the 
north and center of Chad, as well as from the capital, 
Ndjamena. The no was strongest in four of the five 
prefectures. The one prefecture that voted for the 
Constituuion was Moyen Char, which is the home 
district of the transitional government prime minister, 
Dyimasta Korbla. 


Some observers see these results as bad news for Presi- 
dent Deby because the yes vote was not overwhelming. 
Official results, however, will not be made known tor 
several days and the Constitutional Chamber will not 
begin sitting unl tomorrow. It will have 1S days (o de- 
liberate the new Constitution. 


The transitional government's mandate expires tomor- 
row at midnight officially, but itis possible that it wall be 
prolonged until the official referendum result ts ratified 
Alongside the provisional results, the Electoral Com- 
mission revealed today that yust over 3.5 million people 
took part in the referendum. 
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Zambia 
Zambia: UNIP Leader Threatened With 
Deportation 


MBO0704131696 Lusaka Zambia National Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1800 GMT 6 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} UNIP [United National Inde- 
pendence Party] President Dr. Kenneth Kaunda has been 
warned that he will be imprisoned and later deported to 
Malawi tf [words indistinct] to contravene the Consttu- 
uuon once adopted [words indistinct] Copperbelt deputy 
munister [words indisunct| in Chingola today when he 
addressed [words indistinct] demonstration in support 
of government's [words indistinct}. He said Dr. Kaunda 
should not [words indistinct) warned that the presidency 
should be occupied by an indigenous candidate [words 


indistinct} saying that Dr. Kaunda was an alien and if 


the draft constituuon ts adopted, the former president 
does not qualify to stand as presidential candidate. 


Meanwhile, Mr. (Mucoba) has warned diplomats ac- 
credited to Zambia to stop making statements concern- 
ing Zambia's internal political affairs. He said Zambia 
is the only country where diplomats issued statements 
for the [words indistinct] freely and warned them to stop 
and further noted that whilst he appreciated diplomats 
{words indistinct] because they have no political man- 
date trom their constituency. 


Zambia: UNIP Leader Denies Links to ‘Black 
Mamba’ Hit Squad 


MB0804173796 London BBC World Service 
in English 1515 GMT 8 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Over the weekend, allegations 
have resurfaced in Zambia about a self-styled political 
hit squad known as the Black Mamba. They are accused 
of threatening to kill members of Parliament and foreign 
diplomats. The UNIP [United National Independence 
Party] opposition leader, Kenneth Kaunda, 1s being 
associated with this underground movement. On the line 
to Lusaka, Mick Slatter asked Mr. Kaunda about the 
nature of his links with the group. 


[Begin recording] [Kaunda] Well, | really don’t know 
anything about the Black Mamba group, so-called, 
but I think one thing you would like to know ts 
that this government is using its powerful propaganda 
machinery, like the radio, television, and all, to make 
my name look as if it is the source of all problems in 
Zambia. This ts absolute nonsense. There is no truth in 
this at all. 


{Shatter} In the old colonial days, you were known by 
many people as the Black Mamba and some are putting 
two and two together and saying’ Well, it must be one 
and the same. 
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{Kaunda] [laughs] Quite right, but I think the thing to 
do is to look at who named me Black Mamba. Did | 
name myself Black Mamba or somebody else? This was 
the name given to me by settlers here. 


[Slatter} Do you think though that this group — you 
are claiming you have no link with them — do you 
think they take inspiration from you, even if you don’t 
personally approve of them, and that is why they have 
taken that name? 


{Kaunda] I can’t tell you; I don’t know anything about 
them. Whether or not they get inspirauon trom me, | 
can't tell, and | should emphasize the point —- the name 
Black Mamba was not something that I gave myself. 


[Slatter] Did you enjoy the mantle Black Mamba” 


{Kaunda] Of course not. | am a very peaceful man. |end 
recording | 


Zambia: Police Detain UNIP Official; Black 
Mamba Reward Offered 


MB0904094196 (Internet) ZAMBIA TODAY 
in English 8 Apr 96 


{Unattnibuted item originally published in the ZAMBIA 
DAILY MAIL on § April: “UNIP MCC Locked Up’ ] 


[FBIS Transcrived Text} UNIP [United National In- 
dependence Party] member of the central committee 
Tiyaonse Kabwe was on Thursday [4 April] arrested 
and locked up as police increased the reward for in- 
formation towards the arrest of the Black Mamba gang 
from K2.5 million [kwacha] to K4 million. 


Inspector-General of Police Francis Ndhlovu contirmed 
the arrest of the UNIP chairman for commerce and 
industry who would be charged with a number of 
offences. 


“Mr Kabwe has been arrested and he will be charged 
with a number of offences that will see him in. [sentence 
as published] He committed a number of offences,” Mr 
Ndhlovu said without elaborating. He would appear in 
court today or next Tuesday to face the charges. 


Mr Kabwe rushed to the studios to protest against al- 
leged bias in the admission of telephone calls during a 
live radio programme, “Tell the Nation” featuring Legal 
Affacts Minister Remmy Mushota. Producer of the pro- 
gramme Ben Kangwa had a tough time restraining Mr 
Kabwe, who allegedly wanted to assault Dr Mushota, 
who discussed the Black Mamba issue and the consti- 
tulion. 


Mr Kabwe duped police manning gates at the mass 
media complex then stormed the studio. A camera fell 
off its stand and broke in the ensuing confusion. Police 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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Thursday increased the reward for the arrest of the Black 
Mamba gang to K4 million as many more ministers 
received threatening letters. 


On the reward for the arrest of the Black Mamba 
Organisation, Mr Ndhlovu said the issue was very 
serious which needed thorough investigauions as more 
ministers, their deputies and members of Parliament 
continue to receive threats. 


“Nearly all deputy ministers have received these letters 
which were posted at Ridgeway, Chelston and Wood- 
lands post offices. Many of them were posted at Wood- 
lands. A number of Cabinet Ministers have also received 
the letters.” 


“We are offering this money, and it will be cash, to 
whoever can lead police to the arrest and subsequent 
prosecution of the culprits. We have no report of any 
opposition leader who has received such letters,” he 
said. 


Police had no evidence that external forces [words 
indistinct] threats to the Zambia National Broadcasting 
Corporation [ZNBC]. An anonymous telephone caller 
told ZNBC news editor David Likando that the gang 
would blow up the radio and TV station for featuring 
Dr Mushota on its programme. 


The caller, who claimed his father was from the United 
States and his mother Zambian demanded that ZNBC 
should not feature Dr Mushota on its programmes 
for supporting the constituuon amendment Bill to be 
adopted by Parliament in its present form. 


Mr Ndhlovu said there was a mechanism [passage 
indistinct] 


Zambia: Police Look for ‘Black Mamba,’ Storm 
UNIP Officials’ Homes 


MB0904094396 Lusaka THE POST in English 
9 Apr 9% 


[Report by Masauso Lungu and Masasuiso Phiri: re- 
ceived via Internet] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Police at the weekend 
searched several homes of opposition UNIP [United 
National Independence Party] leaders who they are now 
linking to the shadowy “Black Mamba’ organisation in a 
move that appears to be targeting former “Zero-Opuon™ 
detainees. 


Armed police led by a superintendent Siame at about 
2310 hours stormed the house of Bonnie Tembo, a 
teacher at Lusaka’s Chitanda Pnmary School in Matero 
with a search warrant, and later drove him to force 
headquarters at midmight for questioning tll at [words 
indistinct] hours. 
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Tembo is also a former Zero-Opuon detainee. The Zero 
Opuon, an intelligence authored document, was later 
planted on UNIP, leading to the declaration of a state of 
emergency in March 1993 and the detention of several 
UNIP leaders. 


"No. 902 Superintendent B. Mvula of police service 
headquarters has, and made information on oath that 
the following items: documents and computer software 
related to the Black Mamba organisation are concealed 
in the dwelling house and or office of Bonme Tembo, 
the warrant reads in parts. 


But police did not find any of what they were looking 
for. "No documents relating to the Black Mamba have 
been found, except an assortment of UNIP and AVAP 
[expansion unknown] papers, a passport and a note 
book,” signed Siame. 


Police the same day, and without any warrant, also 
searched the Chamba Valley home of Major Macpher- 
son Mbulo, UNIP’s vice chairman tor security, which 
they had guarded since Thursday [4 April]. 


“Armed police stood guard at my home from Thursday 
before they finally conducted the search [words indis- 
tinct] to be searched. 


UNIP member of parliament for Kasenengwa and 
lawyer Prof Patnck Mvunga was surprised at. the 
searches and that none of the vicums contacted him. 
“This is most unusual that none of them contacted me. 
It's likely the police might have refused because there 
were no search warrants,’ Mvunga said in a telephone 
interview last night. 


Former Zero-Option detainee and former director gen- 
eral of the Zambia National Broadcasting Corporation 
Steven Moyo said police showed obvious bias by get- 
ting at members of one party in their search for Black 
Mamba culprits. 


“Even if itis not getting at people implicated in the 
Zeto-Option why should police single [out] members 
of one political party?” Moyo asked. 


And on Thursday night police searched the home of 
UNIP central committee member Tiyaonse Kabwe, who 
was earlier arrested and was still remanded in custody 
They found nothing. [passage omitted] 


This report may contain copynghted maternal Copying and dissemination] 
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Zambia: Minister Says Law Not To Spare Anyone 
Agitating for Violence 


MB0904094296 (Internet) ZAMBIA TODAY 
in English 8 Apr 96 


{Item originally published by the Zambian News 
Agency on 5 April 1996} 


{Fk BIS Transcribed Text} Home Affairs Minister, Chi- 
talu Sampa, Friday [5 April] warned that the law will 
nol spare anyone agitating for violence in the country. 
Reacting to Former President Kenneth Kaunda’s insis- 
tence that he was ready to break the law if the new 
consttuuon stopped him from contesting the forthcom- 
ing presidential and parliamentary elecuuons, Mr Sampa 
warned of “stern” measures for anyone wanting to cause 
trouble. 


He said if the new constitution is adopted then everyone 
will be expected to respect it. Mr Sampa advised 
Zambians not to \isten to “tired” politicians adding that 
the best people in Mkaika will vote peacefully when the 
time comes. The by-election is due to be held in Mkatka 
on April 12 following the loss of pettuon by former 
UNIP Member of Parliament, Mr Josephat Mulewa. 


"| have no time to waste on the old man’s baseless 


comments because he has nothing to offer in terms of 


politics,” he said. 


Dr Kaunda has gone on record as telling voters in 
Chimutende and Vulamkoko in a public meeting in 
Katete district, vowed that he would Sreak the law if he 
was barred from contesting the forthcoming elections. 
[sentence as pulished] 


Zambia: Defense Minister Says ‘Unhappy’ Donors 
Can Leave, Not Needed 

MB0904093896 Lusaka THE POST in English 

9 Apr % 


[Unattnbuted report; received via Internet} 
[FBIS Transcribed Text); Defence Minister Ben Mwila 


has told the donor community to “pack up and go” if 
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they are not happy with the way the government 1s 
conducting its affairs because “Zambia does not need 
them’. 


Mwila also accused donors of backing former president 
Kenneth Kaunda in his attempt to run tor the presidency, 
saying that they had no right to do so. 


Addressing a public meeting in Luanshya yesterday, 
Mwila said the MMD [Movement tor Multiparty 
Democracy] government would not condone any 
interference by donor countries into its internal affairs. 


“T urge those donors who might not be happy with 
our government to pack up their bags and go,’ Mwila 
ordered. "They have no right to back Kaunda to stand 
for presidency.” 


Mwila however said that his government respected aid 
from the donors and that it has been practising good 
governance ever since it Came into power in 199], 


Zambans, he said, had the right to choose their own 
leaders and they should be left alone to make their own 
decisions. Mwila also said he would advise President 
Chiluba to consider former president Kaunda’s call for a 
truth commission in the MMD government activities but 
that 1t should also cover the period of his administration 


“T think this proposal should be accepted but it should 
be extended to Kaunda’s regime so that we can know 
how many people died under detention,” Mwila said. 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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Benin 


Benin: President Kerekou Forms Government 


AB0804201596 Cotonou Office de 
Radiodiffusion-Televiston du Benin Radto in French 
1930 GMT 8 Apr 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} The first government of General 
Mathieu Kerekou was formed today. The government 
has already gone through the National Assembly stage. 
According to reliable and well-intormed sources, the 
standing committee of the National Assembly has 
been consulted and it has given its opinion on the 
composition of the government. This ts the very first 
government formed after Gen. Kerekou's victory in 
the recent presidential elections. It is a 17-member 
government, most of whom are from political parties 
forming the coalition that conducted Mathieu Kerekou 
to the presidency. Until the list is officially confirmed, 
here is its composition: 


Prime Minster Houngbedy:, Adnen 
Minster of: 
efense Adjovi, severin 


Foreign Affairs and Osho, Pierre 


Cooperation 

Justice Dyam-Cerpos, Ismael 
Finance Mensah, Moise 
Interior Ndah, Theophile 


Planning and Employment Tevoedpre, Albert 


Promotion 
Sakassina, Jerome-Desire 


Houngbedy:, Delphun 


Rural Development 


Industry, Tourism, and 
Handicraft 

Energy and Water Resources Golou, Emmanuel 
Public Works and Transport Fassass1, Oumarou 
Environment and Housing Dango, Saidou Binade 
Civil Service Assouma, Yacoubou 


National Education Kpadonou, Dyidjofon Leonard 


Health d' Almeida, Marina (Mrs) 
Communication, Culture, and Zanou, Timothee 
Information 

Youth and Sports Alahata, Zinsou Damien 
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Ghana 


Ghana: Government Issues Statement on Liberian 
Situation 


AB0904111396 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
2000 GMT 8 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ghana has urgently appealed 
to all parties to the present conflict in Monrovia, Liberia, 
to cease fire immediately and seek avenues for an am- 
icable setement. The appeal is contained in a state- 
ment signed by a member of the Council of State, Cap- 
tain Kojo Tsikata, tor the Government of Ghana on the 
current upheaval in Monrovia. The statement said the 
Government of Ghana has followed with considerable 
concern the resumption of violence in Monrovia since 
last Saturday [6 April}. It said during this period, sev- 
eral lives have been lost, including those of ECOMOG 
[Economic Community of West Atrican States Cease- 
Fire Monitoring Group] peacekeepers. Buildings have 
been burned and widespread looting of homes and of- 
fices have been carried out. The statement said all these 
unfortunate developments have severely endaagered the 
peace process and increased the likelihood of ethnic and 
interfacuonal hosthiues in the capital. In this regard, 
the Ghana Government calls for the needed deployment 
oi ECOMOG troops in all parts of Monrovia to take 
charge of the security of the city. For this reason, all 
the factions involved are requested to Cooperate with 
the ECOMOG high command in the discharge of its 
responsibilities. The Ghana Government also called on 
the deposed ULIMO-J [United Liberation Movement for 
Democracy in Liberia, Johnson taction|, Major General 
Roosevelt Johnson, to similarly make contact with the 
ECOMOG high command, which should offer him pro- 
tection and safe conduct as well as arrange a meeting 
urgently with representatives of the Libenan National 
Transitional Government, to settle outstanding difter- 
ences between him and the government. The Ghana 
Government further advised all residents of Monrovia 
to remain calm, clear from all roads and streets, and 
desist from any further looung of property in order to 
enable cease-fire and other arrangements to be put in 
place. The statement hinted that the president, Flight 
Lieutenant JJ. Rawlings, in his capacity as chairman 
of ECOWAS [Economic Community of West Afnean 
States} 1s sending a special envoy to member states of 
the ECOWAS Committee of Nine on Liberia, to seek 
their consent for an emergency meeting of the commuit- 
fee on the current crisis in Liberia. 


This report may contain copynghted material Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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Ghana: Foreign Minister Comments on 
ECOMOG'’s Role in Liberia Fighting 


AB0804175496 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505S GMT 8 Apr 96 


[From the ‘Focus on Africa’ program] 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] Now, the West African ECO- 
MOG [Economic Community of West African States 
Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] has come tn for some 
serious criticisms since the start of the Krahn crisis in 
Liberia. They didn’t appeared to have become involved 
in the fighting at all although it was reported yesterday 
that some ECOMOG vehicles had gone to the Barclay 
Training Center, where Roosevelt Johnson was thought 
to be hiding. As chair of the West African commu- 
nity, ECC WAS [Economic Community of West Afnean 
States], the Government of Ghana 1s currently in charge 
of ECOMOG. On the line to Accra, Tom Portiers asked 
Ghana's deputy foreign minister, Mchamed Ibn Cham- 
bas, why they weren't playing a more assertive role? 


{Begin recording] (Chambas] We have to always keep 
in mind what the correct mandate of ECOMOG 1s 1n 
that kind of situation. I mean, we cannot be part of the 
brawl at this ume. Well, of course, the force wall try as 
much as possible to separate the various facuons who 
are now at each other's throat, but, you know, we cannot 


envisage a situaauon where ECOMOG becomes a part of 


this iree-for-all ‘ighting. 


{Portiers| So, does ECOMOG, at the moment, have 
specific orders not to get involved in the fight? 


[(Chambas! | mean, it's more or less a standing order 
because our role there is very .... [pauses] 1s, I mean, 
clearly to stand in between the various factions to 
prevent them from getting at each other, but if you have 
a situation where they are not showing much respect 
for agreements which they have signed, and are clearly 
in breach of the Abuja agreement, and causing, really, 
a situation which is setting the peace process hack, 
I mean, that puts ECOMOC in a difficult situation. 
ECOMOG would rather be, at this point, supervising 
disarmament and reintegrauon of the various factions to 
allow for the return to peace. And for this to happen, | 
mean, a lot of it is going to have to ride on the good faith 
of the factional leaders and their respective factions. 
Clearly, they are not demonstrating wnat at this point. 


[Portiers} Now, Alhajyt Koromah and Charles Taylor 
have both said on this program that this 1s simply a 
matter between the government and Roosevelt Johnson 
and that the situation should be seen in that light. Do 
you think that that’s a perception that ECOWAS could 
share’ 
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(Chambas| Well, I] don’t see how the peace process ty 
being advanced by this kind of position at this point. | 
mean, what we know ts that betore Abuja, that Liberia 
was a safe haven. Now —- I mean, w* have to be very 
frank with ourselves — 1s that sll the case’? And if 
it is not, then, who has contributed to it? | mean, it is 
clear that each of the tacuons have armed themselves 
beyond permissible limits and that clearly is a violation 
of the Abuja agreement, ¢nd this is what ts leading to 
the deterioration of the .ecurty situation. So, | don't 
think any facuion at this point can stand out and try to 
take the moral high ground. [end recording] 


Liberia 


Liberia: Monrovia Airport Closed; Spor: dic 
Shooting Continues 


LDO704145596 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1230 GMT 7 Apr 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] Sporadic shootung could sull be 
heard this morning in Monrovia, Libena. The Liberian 
capital's airport has also been closed. 


Since yesterday, supporters of Charles Taylor's former 
guerrilla movement have been engaged in armed combat 
with fighters who have remained loyal to Roosevelt 
Johnson, leader of the Ulimo-J [United Liberation 
Movement tor Democracy in Liberia-Johnson), who 
was sacked from the Libenan Government of National! 
Union for murder. The command of the ECOMOG 
[Economic Community of West Atmean States Cease- 
Fire Monitring Group} white helmets yesterday warned 
the warring parties that it 1s determined to make peace 
and order prevail. 


Liberia: Fighting Reportedly Continuing in 
Monrovia 

1 DOS804205496 Parts Radio France International 
in French 1830 GMT 8 Apr 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] After a relatively calm night 
in Liberi. fighting resumed this morning in the capa! 
between government forces and the supporters of rebel 
leader Roosevelt Johnson. TL remind you that the fighting 
has been going on since Saturday [6 April] morning, 
when Johnson's followers opposed his arrest, which had 
been ordered by the Council of State. The situation 
in Monrovia 1s becoming critical and some 15,000 
people have tried to seek refuge in the diplomat area 
Ghislaine Dupont reports: 


[Begin recording] [Dupont] Particularly violent fighting 
has occurred in the residential area of Mamba Point 
where nongovernmental organizations, among others 
have the headquarters. Armed gangs fired machine 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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guns aid rockets, as is confirmed on the spot by 


Christophe (Relletier), the man who is in charge of 


the organization AICF [Action Internationale Contre la 
Faim]. 


[Relietier] The area was invaded by certain gangs who 
in my opinion are a little bit lost in this area and 
it is difficult to find a solution. Indeed, I think that 
other factions are closing this place. For a while they 
terrorized the whole area by firing machine-guns and 
rockets in different places in this area. The provocations 
must have made the soldiers come, and therefore we 
were treated to a fight using heavy weapons and 
cannons. | think that tanks were involved in the fight. 
The only tanks which are available are the ECOMOG 
[Economic Community of West African States Cease- 
Fire Monitoring Group] tanks. Therefore I think that 
ECOMOG probably sent tanks in order to try to dislodge 
the fighters. 


[Dupont] So have these acuwns been organized by 
ULIMO [United Liberation Movement of Liberia for 
Democracy} of the former warlord Roosevelt Johnson, 
one of the seven Liberian f) ons, or quite simply by 
uncontrolled armed gangs who are sort of desperados 
who are taking advantage of the situation? One thing ts 
sure, the resumption of fighting this weekend was started 
off by the decision to arrest Johnson. The ethnic group 
to which he belongs, the Krahn, which ts a minority 
ethnic group but which ruled the country before the war, 
probably deemed that an arrest would be unacceptable. 
[end recording] 


lt has just been learned that six Lebanese families have 
been kidnapped by General Roosevelt Johnson's rebels 
in Monrovia. This is what was announced this evening 
by the Lebanese minister of foreign affairs in Beirut. 


Finally in Washington the Pentagon announced that an 
American team has been put on alert, ready to leave tor 
Liberia in order to evacuate American citizens if it 1s 
necessary. 


Liberi: Ethnic Alliances in Monrovia Fighting 
Detailed 


AB0904 130496 Paris AFP in English 
1147 GMT 9 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Monrovia, April 9 (AFP) — 
Ethnic Krahn militiamen from several Liberian factions 
are fighting side by side in Monrovia and are united 
behind “General” Roosevelt Johnson, whose attempted 
arrest On a murder charge Saturday [6 April] sparked 
the current violence. 


Once a soldier of the Armed Forces of Liberia (AFL) 
— the west African country’s regular army under the 
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1980-90 dictatorship of Krahn President Samuel Doe 
and now a Krahn-dominated faction — Johnson made 
his name in March 1994 when he led a breakaway wing 
of the United Liberation Movement (ULIMQ). 


Led by Alhaji Koromah, now fighting against Johnson, 
ULIMO was formed in 1991 to counter the 1989 
rebeilion against Doe, headed by Charles Taylor, which 
escalated into civil war. 


Hundreds of militiamen died « clashes between Krahns 
and Mandingos of ULIMO a er the breakaway. Johnson 
later formed the Krahn wing of the faction, known as 
ULIMO-J, 


Koromah and Taylor are now fighting together against 
the Krahns. 


Since a peace accord was signed last August, ULIMO- 
J fighters, who control part of central-western areas of 
Liberia, have been accused several times of attacking 
civilians and peacekeepers in violation of a ceasefire. 


Twenty African peackeepers were killed last December 
when ULIMO-J forces attacked Tubmanburg, 70 kilo- 
meters (43 miles) north of Monrovia. 


In early March, Johnson was ousted as ULIMO-J's 
leader by a majority of his senior commanders for 
“hampering the peace process.” He was replaced by 
William Karyee. 


Although Johnson conunued to assert his leadership 
of the faction, the interim government first suspended 
and then sacked him from his post as minister of rural 
development, since the job was related to his heading 
ULIMO-J. 


A murder charge against him followed the death outside 
his house on March 22 of a Karyee supporter. 


Last Friday, after homes were looted in the Sinkor 
district of Monrovia, where Johnson lives, the interim 
government again ordered his arrest and deployed an 
armed rapid reaction force, which surrounded the area in 
the early hours of Saturday, but failed to detain Johnson. 


Johnson now 1s supported by elements of the AFL and 
the Liberia Peace Council, a faction led by another 
Krahn, George Boley, who like Taylor and Koromah but 
unlike Johnson, has a seat on the collective presidency. 


Krahn fighters are currently based in the capital's 
Barclay barracks, where they are holding some 600 
hostages, including several foreigners. 


They are commanded by Johnson and General Charles 
Julue, formerly Doe's chief of staff, who was sprung 
Saturday from a stockade in the barracks where he 
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was serving a seven year prison term for a 1994 coup 
atlempt. 


Liberia: ECOMOG Field Commander on Monrovia 
Situation 


ABO804 190496 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 8 Apr 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program) 


[FBIS Transciibed Excerpt} [passage omitted] Now, one 
issue which has attracted criticism since the current 
crisis began in Liberia is that West African ECOMOG 
[Economic Conymunity of West African States Cease- 
Fire Monitoring Group] forces do not appear to have 
become directly involved in the fighting at all, even 
though it was reported yesterday that some ECOMOG 
vehicles had gone to the Barclay Training Center, or 
BTC, where Roosevelt Johnson was believed to be 
hiding. On the line to Monrovia, Josephine Hazely 
asked ECOMOG’s field commander, Major General 
John Inienger, how he saw the situation: 


[Begin recording] [Inienger) We know that ULIMO 
{United Liberation Movement for Democracy in 
Liberia] and NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia] 
on one side are fighting the AFL [Armed Forces of 
Liberia], ULIMO-J [Johnson], and LPC [Liberia Peace 
Council] on the other side. And this has been the 
Situation for the past three days. But we are trying 
everything possible to bring the situation under control. 


{[Hazely] In your estimation, how much damage has 
been done so far? 


(Inienger} Quite substantial. 


[Hazely} Now, exactly what is ECOMOG doing to bring 
this situation under control? 


{Inienger} ECOMOG is doing quite a lot in the sense 
that we have taken upon ourselves to protect the key in- 
stallations like the telecommunications, and itis here that 
I must pay commendation to the Liberia Telecommuni- 
cations staff who have heen working round the clock 
to keep the communication line open in spite of all the 
problems. We have also been able to protect the Man- 
sion which, like you know, will be the area every fac- 
tion would like to rush to, and so on and so forth. We 
have engaged ourselves in protecting the key installa- 
tions. The seaport is still open. Although we had lost 
the airport, it has been re-taken and it is securely in the 
hands of ECOMOG. 


{[Hazely}] It would seem to observers, though. that 
ECOMOG has somehow failed to prevent the fighting 
around Johnson's house in Sinkor. The citizens there are 
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all running away in fear and you have failed to protect 
them. What would you say to that? 


(Inienger}] You are right. It is a very desperate situation. 
We appreciate the call by citizens to be protected by 
ECOMOG. Indeed, this is what ECOMOG w ould love 
to do. 


[Hazely} But do you think now, sir, that perhaps upon 
reflection, you know, people should not have tned to 
storm Roosevelt Johnson's house. Perhaps that was a 
foolish decision. 


{Inienger] | must say here that the police....[pauses] 
the intention of the police to go there was to go and 
surround Johnson's house, restrict him, | would think, 
but I think there must have been a tactical error, 1t would 
appear, and that was what resulted in this escalation of 
the situation. I do not think the police were out there to 
kill Johnson. They were there to arrest, | would think. 


[Hazely}] And in fact, we are getting reports U.at some 
of your men are being held by supporters of Roosevelt 
Johnson. Is that correct? 


[Inienger] Yes, this is true. We have some of our troops 
who had gone to the BTC to intervene and they have 
been held up in the BTC. We are negotiating with the 
leaders of the AFL who are deployed to the BTC tor 
their release. 


{Hazely] Do you have any idea where Roosevelt John- 
son is at the moment? 


{Inienger] | do not know. If | may say here, as a neutral 
peacekeeping force, we Continue to maintain our neu- 
trality, and I would like to appeal to John on anywhere 
he may be, if he gives himself up to ECOMOG, we 
want to guarantee his security because we believe that 
there is a government on the ground in Libera and that 
government should be given the support of the peace- 
keeper to enable the government (?function.) 


From my observation, I do not believe that the govern- 
ment was out to eliminate Johnson. | would rather be- 
lieve that the government was out to pursue the course 
of law. Perhaps if Johnson gives himself up to us, we 
will be able to intervene and we will be able to protect 
him so that justice is done and fairly too. 


{Hazely] What would you say, General, to accusations 
that you in ECOMOG are now openly siding with 
Charles Taylor's NPFL rebels’ 


[Inicnger] I have said this time and again that peace- 
keeping is a very hazardous and very tortuous task. You 
are accused, you are harassed, you are intimidated, and 
so when people accuse the peacekeeper of taking sides. 
it iS NOt surprising to me. But to the best of mw ability, 
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I will continue to assert our neutrality of ECOMOG in 
this situation. [end recording] 


Liberia: ECOMOG Forces Reportedly Looting; 
Jailed Coupist Said Escaped 

AB0804193296 London BBC World Service 

in English 1830 GMT 8 Apr 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The fighting in the Liberian 
capital is in its third day and it is the worst security 
breakdown in Monrovia for over three years. [passage 
omitted) Within the last half hour, we spoke to our 
reporter, Tifode Kessay, in Monrovia. On the line, 
Josephine Hazely asked him if calm had now returned 
to the city: 


[Begin recording] [Kessay] Up to the moment, there 


is sull sign of arullery coming irom the direction of 


the city center, but apparently Taylor and Koromah 
forces are sull trying to smash out Johnson, who 1s 
believed to still be in the barracks, the military barracks 
in downtown Monrovia. People have sull been fleeing in 
the direction of the Mama Point. About 20,000 persons 
are now sheltered at the Graystone Compound. 


{Hazely} And what is happening to these people? Is 
anybody looking after them? 


{[Kessay] Well, this morning, | was out there. Up to 
the time I was there, I had not seen anybody who had 
gone there to look after them. They complained about 
shortage of food and the health conditions they see here 
may get worst in the next few days to come. 


[Hazely} Who are they blaming for this latest fighting? 


[Kessay] Well, clearly, they think that the government 
and Johnson should had [words indistinct] enough, they 
should have been able to come to some compromise 
to avoid this kind of situation the country is now 
witnessing. Everything has now broken down. There ts 
total chaos and nothing 1s functioning at all. 


{Hazely) And what do they make of the role of ECO- 
MOG [Economic Community of West Africa States 
Cease-Fire Monitoring Group]? 


[Kessay] Well, if you talk to them, you see the 
expressions on their faces, you know that there 1s so 
much resentment they have got for ECOMOG. They 
think ECOMOG should have initially tried its best 
to have stopped this kind of things trom happening. 
They complained that why they were fleeing, they 
saw ECOMOG soldiers in the streets [words indistinct] 
going on the rampage, looting and killing civilians. It 
is almost like now the government forces I can say and 
the Krahns are trying to put up a serious fight as well 
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because they think that the fight ts directed at the Krahns 
and they want to be able to protect their hegemony. 


{Hazely} So, it is like the Krahns versus the rest of 
them? 


[Kessay] Yes, information we are getung ts that Charles 
Julue, the men who led the failed coup of 1994, is now 
out of jail and he ts fighting alongside with Roosevelt 
Johnson's forces. If that information turns out to be true, 
then that means the conflict is going to drag on for some 
time to come. Given all his records in the civil war in 
1990, he is somebody who ts known to be so fearsome 
and a notorious killer. [end recording | 


Liberia: ECOMOG Peacekeepers Reportedly 
Among 600 Hostages 


AB0904131896 Paris AFP in Enelish 
1111 GMT 9 Apr 96 


{By James Dorbor] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Monrovia, April 9 (AFP) 
— Some 600 civilians, including Lebanese diplomats 
and other ‘oreigners, were being held hostage Tuesday 
(9 Ap: .) by Liberian gunmen as tactional fighting in 
the capital entered a fourth day, aid workers said 


The hostages were being held as smelds at the Barclay 
barracks, the epicentre of fighting between ethnic Krahn 
fighters and other factions that has raged since Saturday, 
the sources said. 


The Lebanese diplomats were taken trom their embassy 
compound in the southeastern Sinkor district Saturday 
when Krahn fighters clashed with armed police attempt 
ing to arrest “General” Roosevelt Johnson, former leader 
of the Krahn wing of the United Liberation Movement 
(ULIMO-J), who is wanted tor murder 


Johnson had said he has no case to answer, and has 
since resisted arrest. 


His loyalists are also holding an unspecified number 
of peacekeepers of the Afncan ECOMOG torce at the 
barracks. 


ECOMOG authorities said they were negotiating with 
the fighters for the release of all the hostages. which 
include scores of foreign nationals 


ULIMO.-J fighters have also taken three security officers 
hostage from the Liberian Telecommunications building 
in central Monrovia and taken them to the Barclay 
barracks, telecoms authorities said 


After a calm night, skirmishes involving heavy weapons 
could be heard carly Tuesday around the barracks. 
thought to be surrounded by gunmen loyal to warlords 
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Charles Taylor and Alhaji Koromah, but fighting died 
down later in the morning. 


Kromah’s men were reported to be sweeping the area 
around the barracks to limit the chances of a rearguard 
assault. 


Meanwiile, thousaids of Monrovians have sought 
refuge in the US embassy compound in Mamba Point, 
one of the only areas in the capital considered safe. 


Some 60 tnembers of the UN Observer Mission in 
Liberia (UNOMIL) were ensconced in the US embassy 
in Mamba Point. 


With little running water and most shops in the capital 
badly looted over the weekend. ‘ors of a health crisis 
are nsing, and the internation. unity Is preparing 
lo evacuate foreigners. 


In Bonn, the German foveig ry issued a message 
via shortwave radio to the “live te 10° Germans in 
Liberia, advising them to prepare to leave with other 
foreigners. 


A delegation trom the United States arrived Monday to 
study the military situauion and to decide whether or not 
an evacuation should go ahead, a US embassy source 
sald. 


No official casualty tolls have been released, but one 
United Nations worker said ‘the figures were high.” 


He said reports from different parts of Monrovia indi- 
cated that scores of corpses littered many streets, espe- 
cially those around the Barclay barracks. 


Internauional medical teams, including staff from the 
French, Belgian, Dutch and Swiss branches of human- 
itarian agency Medecins Sans Frontiers (MSF-Doctors 
Without Borders) said more than 20 people were receiv- 
ing treatment for gunshot wounds. 


MSF workers were treating the wounded at a makeshift 
health post set up at the headquarters of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). 


The conditions of two of the victims were said to be 
very critical’ with urgent operations needed to remove 
bullets. 


“There is no way to reach to a hospital because of the 
fighting. said one MSF worker.” 


All of Liberia's faction leaders signed a peace accord 
last August to end a civil war ignited late 1989 by Taylor 
when he rebelled against then president, Samuel Doe, a 
Krahn. 


More than 150,000 Libernans died in the war. 
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Liberia: Hostages Reportedly Used 2s ‘Human 
Shields’ 

AB0904090496 London BBC World Serve 

in English 0600 GMT 9 Apr 96 


[From the “Network Africa” program hosted by Ama 
Annang] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Annang] After conunued 
fighting yesterday, the situation still remains unclear and 
uncertain. On the line to Monrovia early this morning, | 
spoke to our reporter Budu Kaiser and asked him what 
has been happer.ng over night. 


[Begin recording] [Kaiser] At the moment the fighting 
has died down, but this is not anything really to go by, 
it could break out any moment from now on. The whole 
situation is somehow really chaotuc. Things have really 
gone bizarre. It seems that nobody ts actually in perfect 
control of the situation. 


[Annang] Well, we have heard reports that some of Mr. 
Johnson's supporters have captured some hostages from 
among the ECOMOG [Economic Community of West 
Atrican States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] soldiers, 
and even some foreigners. What do you know about 
that? 


[Kaiser] Weil, information I have been able to gather 
so far indicates that about 20 peacekeepers have been 
taken hostage, including 38 Lebanese, and 400 Liberian 
civilians. They are held in the military barracks in 
downtown Monrovia. Apparently, Johnson must be 
using them as human shields. 


[Annang] Isn't this renewed fighting simply a ‘eal 
[words indistinct] as a pretext to get the Executive 
Mansion first. 


{Kaiser} It seems to be that way. The initial objective of 
the war was to get Johnson, but it has now turned into 
a full-scale war. The whole city has been looted and 
passed off its [words indistinct]. Secondly, there were 
reports of some fighting in the countryside before this 
whole Johnson affair started. 


{[Annang] Does anyone know where Roosevelt Johnson 
is right now? 


[Kaiser] Well, information we have heard 1s that John- 
son was last seen on Broad Street, in the city center. 
Some accounts also say that he could be holing up in 
the Barclay Training Center. 


{[Annang] What's going to happen to him when this 
fighting dics down, if it dies down? 


Kaiser] Well, it's not clear what is going to happen 
to him, but we heard that there was some negotiation 
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between the government, the west African peacekeeping 
force (ECOMOG}, and diplomats to try and find some 
accommodation for Johnson. 


{Annang} So, people have been in contact with him? 


{Kaiser} Well, nobody can actually tell you whether they 
have been in contact with Johnson, but they are saying 
that they are trying to negotiate an end to the conflict 
to save the situation anyway. 


[Annang] So, what did Charles Taylor have to say to 
all these. | mean, with the major opponent preoccupied 
what is he up to? 


{Kaiser} Well, Charles Taylor has been saying that his 
objective is to get Johnson and bring him to book, but 
we you can see that even the civilian head who is Wilton 
Sankawolo has not been making any statements. Of 
lately, most of the statements have come from Taylor 
and Alhaji Koromah, you know, an indication where the 
real power now lies. 


{Annang] What do people think of the role the ECO- 
MOG has played in all this? 


{Kaiser} The worst part of it is that civilians complain 
that they stand by and watch people killing civilians, 
and looting homes, and they just are not able to do 
anything to prevent this thing. It has almost turned out 
to be ethnic cleansing we can say. [end recording] 


{[Annang] Well, as you have heard there from Budu 
Kaiser in Liberia, the ECOMOG peacekeeping force has 
been conspicuous by its absence in helping civilians, 
and that despite the fight that thousands of people have 
fled their homes in the wake of destruction and looting. 
Josephine Hazely spoke to the ECOMOG commander, 
Major General John Inienger, and asked him what he 
was proposing to do to stop this. 


[Begin recording) (Inienger] At the end of the day, all 
of us have to come to the negotiating table. So, it is my 
appeal to all the parties to cease fire, and ECOMOG is 
going to offer itself as a mediator. Our base is free, we 
have secured it. We can be able to move all the leaders 
to the ECOMOG base, so that we can be able to sit 
down, perhaps with opinion leaders in Liberia and be 
able to arrive at some meaningful discussion. 


[Hazely] Does this discussion you are proposing include 
Roosevelt Johnson himself or is he out of the equation? 


{Inienger] It is the responsibility of ECOMOG to protect 
the interest of all the parties in the process. If Roosevelt 
Johnson's group presents him as their leader. that is their 
look-out, and we will negotiate with them. 
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(Hazely) Well, what about you as a general in charge, 
do you feel you have failed the people of Liberia in 
allowing this fight to take place in the capital Monrovia’ 


[Inienger} I don’t know. It 1s your own interpretauion., 
Whatever way you see il, so be it. [end recording | 


Liberia: U.S Embassy Spokesman Comments on 
Fighting in Monrovia 

AB0804172096 London BBC World Service 

in English 1508 GMT 8 Apr 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Inhabitants in the Liberian cap- 
ital have had a brief respite over night from two days 
of shooting, the worst the city has seen for over three 
years. But this morning gunfire broke out again. The 
trouble started originally on Saturday {6 April] morn- 
ing when the Liberian police, backed by faction fighters 
from Alhaji Koromah’s ULIMO-K [United Liberation 
Movement for Democracy in Liberia-Koromah taction] 
and Charles Taylor's NPFL |National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia] went on a search of Roosevelt Johnson, the de- 
posed leader of ULIMO-J [United Liberian Movement 
for Democracy in Liberia-Johnson faction}. The ruling 
Council of State has issued a warrant for his arrest on 
a charge of murder. 


Yesterday, Johnson was said to have fled his home tn 
Sinkor and resistance came not only from his mainly 
Krahn followers but also from elements of the Liberia 
Peace Council, the LPC, and the Armed Forces of 
Liberia, the AFL. Many of those displaced by the 
fighting are heading for Mamba Point where most of the 
foreign embassies are. On the line to the U.S. Embassy 
in Monrovia, Tom Porteous asked their spokesman 
Dudley Sims if he knew why the fighting had restarted 
today: 


[Begin recording] [Sims] I have been told that some 
troops came in from the interior of the country to 
support the LPC, ULIMQ-J faction that is led by 
Roosevelt Johnson. 


[Porteous] Is there any fighting going on close to the 
U.S Embassy on Mamba Point? 


[Sims] Yes, we are hearing some heavy arms fire in 
this area as well and light [words indistinct} in Mamba 
Point. 


[Porteous] You mention that you thought we have had 
report that some reinforcement had come in to support 
the LPC and ULIMO-J. Do you have any idea who they 
are fighting at the moment’ 
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{Sims] Oh yes, these two factions are fighting against the 
ULIMO-K forces and the NPFL forces led by Koromah 
and Taylor, respectively. 


[Porteous] And are Koromah and Taylor in a strong 
alliance at the moment or are they simply fighung on 
different fronts against the LPC and ULIMO-J? 


{Sims} They are in a strong alliance. 


[Porteous] We have been getting reports that the United 
States is sending in a military team. Is there any truth 
to that? 


{Sims} Well, you know that in this situation, there are 
always plans being discussed about evacuation, but there 
has been no definite plan made to evacuate this mission 
at all, 


[Porteous] And how many people have taken refuge in 
the U.S Embassy compound? 


{Sims} I have been told that there are 224 people here 
now. 


{Porteous} Does that include the people who are on the 
Graystone Compound? 


{Sims} No, the Graystone Compound is about two min- 
utes walk away from the embassy and that compound 
is an official American Embassy residential compound. 


[Porteous] How many people are they there? 
{Sims} Ten to 15,000 displaced persons. 


[Porteous] And are you making arrangements for them 
to be fed and given enough to drink? 


{Sims} No, they are taking care of themselves. They 
have done this before. They know that that is a place 
that is....[pauses] they can go and be fairly safe. It is 
a sort of a safe place for them but we are not feeding 
them or taking care of them [words indistinct]. 


{Porteous} But some [words indistinct] to evacuate 
anyone who wants to get out of the city’ 


{Sims} It is an option that 1s being discussed. 


{Porteous} Do you have any information about what is 
happening down at the airport” 


[Sims] | have heard rumors. Nobody really knows 
because we do not have anybody out there but we 
have heard rumors that the airport was being guarded 
by ECOMOG [Economic Community of West Afncan 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] forces but I cannot 
verify that. [end recording} 
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Liberia: Heavy Fighting Continues; 10,000 Seek 
Shelter in U.S. Compound 

AB0804 162896 London BBC World Service 

in English 1505 GMT 8 Apr 


[From the “African News" ] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Heavy fighung has conunued 
for the third day in Liberia. The United States has 
sent a military team to the country to consider whether 
American citizens and other foreign nationals should 
be evacuated from the capital, Monrovia. The team is 
arriving by helicopter from the neighboring country of 
Sierra Leone. At least 10,000 civilians are sheltering 
inside the American Embassy compound in Monrovia. 


Liberia: ‘Thousands’ Reported in US Embassy 
Compound, Evacuation Considered 


AB0904080096 Paris AFP in English 
2302 GMT 8 Apr 96 


[By James Dorbor] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) Monrovia, April 9 (AFP) — 
Thousands of residents of the Liberian capital sought 
refuge in the US embassy compound here Monday [8 
April] as widespread factional fighting continued for 
a third day, leading US officials to contemplate an 
evacuation. 


A US military team awaited orders Monday to fly 
to Liberia to consider evacuating US nationals amid 
what Washington called “unconscionable” violence in 
Monrovia. 


White House spokesman Michael McCurry said no 
decision had yet been taken on a possible evacuation 
of the 450 US citizens in Liberia. 


Clashes resumed Monday morning after a brief period 
of calm the previous might, and were fiercest around 
the barracks of Barclay Training Center, which houses 
many soldiers of the west African country’s former 
regular army, the Armed Forces of Liberia (AFL). 


But fighting in Monrovia seemed to have died down late 
Monday, residents of the Liberian capital told AFP. 


Largely made up of members of the Krahn ethnic group, 
the AFL appears to have sided with troops loyal to 
Roosevelt Johnson, the former leader of the Krahn wing 
of another facuon, the United Liberation Movement 
(ULIMO-J) 


(In Beirut Lebanese Foreign Minister Fares Bweiz said 
Monday armed men loyal to Johnson had kidnapped six 
Lebanese families in Monrovia. 
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(The Lebanese embassy in the Liberian capital had also 
been attacked three times, but the assailants had failed 
to break in, he said.) 


An attempt early Saturday by government forces to 
arrest Johnson on a murder charge led to a confrontation 
with his armed loyalists, who later moved to the Barclay 
barracks. 


According to diplomats in Monrovia, Krahn gunmen 
from several factions have joined forces at the barracks, 
where more than 20 peacekeepers of the regional 
ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] force were being 
held Monday evening. 


ECOMOG commander Major General John Inienger 
confirmed to BBC radio late Monday that some of his 
men had been “held up" and that negotiations were 
underway with the AFL, but he did not specify the 
number of soldiers involved. 


The barracks were reported to be surrounded by troops 
loyal to Charles Taylor and Alhaji Kromah, two war- 
lords who sit on Liberia's council of state, or collective 
presidency, set up last September. 


Some observers have suggested Taylor and Kromah 
want to remove Johnson permanently from Liberia's 
politcal and factional arena 


The sound of heavy weapons, audible across the city 
for most of the weekend, died down around 6:00 p.m. 
(1800 GMT) Monday. 


In the Mamba Point district, which houses the US and 
several other embassies as well as aid agencies and is 
considered one of the few safe areas in Monrovia, only 
the occasional light automatic rifle could be heard late 
Monday. 


Observers believed the silencing of heavy weapons 
could mean ECOMOG, criticised for doing little so far, 
had finally taken action in line with promises made by 
Inienger on Saturday evening. 


Several witnesses reported seeing an ECOMOG fighter 
plane flying over the capital Monday afternoon. 


Meanwhile Ghana said Monday that its President Jerry 
Rawlings, chairman of the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS) which oversees ECO- 
MOG, would be seeking to call an emergency meeting 
of the 16-nation body on Liberia's current crisis. 


Ghana called on Johnson to surrender to the interna- 
tional force so that a meeting could be arranged with 
representatives of the Transitional Government to re- 
solve outstanding matters. 
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ECOMOG had been asked to give Johnson protection 
and safe conduct, said a statement signed by Captain 
Kojo Tsikata, the top Ghanaian official dealing with 
Liberia. 

Accra urged that all firing should cease and that 
ECOMOG should redeploy in all parts of Monrovia to 
take charge of the city. All the factions involved were 
asked to co-operate with the ECOMOG High Command 
in the discharge of those functions. 


The statement said the Ghanaian government had noted 
with concern the resumption of fighting in Monrovia 
last Saturday, resulting in the death of many people, 
including some ECOMOG troops, the looting and 
burning of properties. 


In Washington, State Department spokesman Glyn 
Davies said Monday ‘The situation in Monrovia 
continues to be chaotic." 


The US administration urged the warring factions to 
“disarm and demobilize, hold national elections and 
return Liberia to peaceful democratic civilian rule 


“The United States strongly condemns the recent fight- 
ing in Monrovia as an unconscionable use of force by 
armed factions that committed to a ceasefire and a peace 
accord last August,” Davies said. 


The United States was consulting with other countries in 
West Africa, the United Nations and the Organization ot 
African Unity on “appropriate steps that might be taken 
in response to the latest events in Libera,” he added. 


All but one of the faction leaders involved 1n the fighting 
signed a peace accord last August to end a@ civil war 
ignited late 1989 by Taylor when he rebelled against 
the then president Samuel Doe. 


More than 150,000 Liberians have died in the war. 


Liberia: UK, U.S. Planning To Evacuate Europeans 
From Liberia 


LD0904114596 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1137 GMT 9 Apr 96 


{By Charles Miller, Defense and Diplomatic Correspon- 
dent, PA News] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Britain and the United States 
were today drawing up plans to evacuate hundreds 
of Europeans caught up in fierce fighting in war-torn 
Liberia. More than 250 Europeans, including up to 40 
Britons, have taken refuge in the United States Embassy 
compound in the capital Monrovia. A further 15.000 
frightened Liberian civilians were said to he huddled in 
the compound. 


This report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 
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Britain closed its embassy in the West African state two 
years ago and is working closely with the Americans, 
who would spearhead an evacuation. 


Giant C-5 Galaxy transport aircraft have been flown into 
an airbase in neighbouring Sierra Leone close to the 
border with Liberia. Military helicopters would shuttle 
the Europeans and 470 Americans from the embassy 
compound in Monrovia to the airbase if an evacuation 
was ordered. 


"We are talking with the Americans and drawing up 
contingency plans for an evacuation,” said the Foreign 
Office. "But we need clearer notification about the 
Situation and how serous it is before any evacuation 
would start.” 


However, there are fears of a return to all-out war 
in an on-off conflict which has killed 150,000 since 
1989. Fighting between Liberia's rival factions has been 
escalating in recent days with machine-gun fire, mortars, 
heavy artillery and rocket-propelled grenades in use in 
Monrovia. 


Charity Oxfam said it had successfully evacuated six 
aid workers from Greenville in the south of Liberia but 
a further six staff were sheltering in a house some 200 
yards from the US Embassy. Save the Children said 
it had seven aid workers in Monrovia and to evacuate 
them as soon as possible. 


Nigeria 


Nigeria: UN Fact-Finding Team Facing ‘Problems’, 
Restrictions 

ABO504225096 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 5 Apr 96 


([FBIS Translated Text] The UN fact-finding mission, 
charged with investigating the political situation in 
Nigeria and the conditions for the execution of writer 
Ken Saro-Wiwa and his associates in the Movement 
for the Survival of the Ogoni People, is currently 
facing serious problems on the ground. Here is our 
correspondent, Tunde Fatunde, not in Lagos this time 
but nght here in our studios, with details: 


[Fatunde] Gaping opinion differences are gradually 
emerging between the investigating team sent down by 
the UN to Nigeria and Nigerian Foreign Minister Tom 
kimi, who is charged with ensuring the smooth running 
of the mission's assignment. The main differences are 
the following: 


1. The commission still insists on meeting, without 
any constraints, a dozen political detainees. including 
Moshood Abiola, the presumed winner of 12 June 
1993 presidential election. but Tom [kimi has set three 
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preconditions for such a meeting: no report must be 
issued on the meeting with the detainees; the press 
should not be present at the venue of the talks, and 
finally, the meeting should be held in absolute secrecy. 


In order to put more pressure on the UN team to 
meet the prisoners and assess their state of health, the 
Nigerian Medical Association has prepared a detailed 
report on the state of health of some of the detainees 
which it intends to submit soon to the team members. 


We remind you that most of the wives of these 
detainees, starting with Kudiratu Abiola and Ganiyatu 
Fawehinmi, are demanding the release of their husbands 
to enable them to get treatment from well-equipped 
hospitals. 


2. The issue of a visit by the UN team to the Ogoni 
region, the oil-rich region and native land of Ken 
Saro-Wiwa, the popular writer who was hanged on 10 
November 1995 by the ruling military junta. Although, 
the Nigerian Government is strongly advocating a 
guided visit to the Ogoni region, the human rights 
Organizations, for their part, wish that these investigators 
will be authorized to freely visit this region of their own 
volition and without any restrictions and to meet the 
people or organizations they so wish to contact. 


Meanwhile, these investigators are prepared to extend 
their stay in Nigeria to enable them to carry out thorough 
investigations. We will bring you more details later. 


Nigeria: Row Breaks Out Between Ogonis, 
Government Over UN Visit 


AB0704190496 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 7 Apr 96 


jrrom the Focus on Atrica’ program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) A war of words has broken out 
between the Nigerian military government and activists 
in Ogoniland, nine of whose leaders were executed last 
November. All of them were members of the Movement 
for the Survival of the Ogoni People, MOSOP, au 
environmental pressure group. The current row has been 
triggered by tomorrow's planned visit to Ogoniland by 
United Nations fact-finding team. The Ogoni activists 
claim the authorities have picked up at least 30 people in 
southeastern Nigeria in anticipation of antigovernment 
protests when the UN team arrives. From Lagos, our 
correspondent Hillary Anderson reports: 


[Begin Anderson recording} The UN visit to Ogoniland 
has sparked off a wave of claims and counterclaims. 
One of the leaders of the Movement for the Survival 
of the Ogon: People. Laden Mite. sent a petition to the 
UN detailing harassment and arrests and asking them 
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for their protection both during and after their visit. He 
asked the UN not to come to Ogoniland, saying if they 
did it might cost lives and appealed to Ogonis to stay 
at home during the UN visit. 


The local military authorities have said no arrests have 
taken place but they are on a lookout for individuals 
seeking to cause trouble in the name of Ogonis. Last 
week, the authorities issued a public statement warning 
that any %¢ trying to Cause confusion during the UN 
visit would be dealt with. Now, it appears that some 
Ogoni leaders and the authorities fear the same thing, 
that people may turn out, when the UN team arrives, 
and demonstrate their support for the nine minority 
right activists, including Ken Saro-Wiwa, who were 
executed last November. The UN mission in northern 
Nigeria today says it still intends to visit Ogoniland as 
planned, but has expressed concern about the heightened 
atmosphere now surrounding that visit. 


Meanwhile, the team is still negotiating to meet jaiied 
Opposition activists in other parts of the country. A 
UN spokesman today said the go-ahead has been given 
for a meeting with Chief Moshood Abiola, the jailed 
opposition leader who was widely believed to have 
won the annulled presidential elections in 1993. [end 
recording} 
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Nigeria: UN Team Meets With Traditional Ogoni 
Rulers 


AB0904112096 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 9 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) The United Nations fact- 
finding mission is in Port Harcourt in continuation of 
its assignment in the country. The team has met 14 
traditional rulers from Ogoni area and other opinion 
leaders in Rivers State. The leader of the delegation, 
Ambassador Atsu Koffi Amegah, called on the people 
to give useful information that would assist the mission 
in the discharge of its assignment. 


A member of the group, Mr. (Justice D.S. Malama), 
said the team would meet with all those involved 
in the transition program to determine how faithfully 
it is being implemented. He stated that the mission 
would not go into the merits of the trial of Ken Saro- 
Wiwa and eight others, but would examine whether the 
proper procedure was followed in accordance with the 
Nigerian law. Mr. (Justice Malama) said the Federal 
Government had cooperated with the team by giving 
useful information on its assignment. 


1s report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
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